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U.S. History, 1865-2019 
www.history122wjc.wordpress.com 

 
History 122 – Spring 2019            Marston Hall, Room 109, T/Th 10:45-12:25 
Professor Christopher Wilkins                                 wilkins5@gmail.com  
Office: Marston Hall, Room 303            Office Hours: T&Th 2:45-4:15, MW - by appointment 
 

     
 
This course explores major issues in U.S. history from Civil War to the present. The subjects we will discuss 
include the United States' emergence as a global power and its contributions to victory in the World Wars 
and the Cold War; the U.S. economy's shift from a predominantly agricultural to an industrial and 
information-based structure; debates over the proper extent of the Federal government's power; the ever-
increasing racial, religious, and cultural diversity among Americans; the world-wide reach of U.S. popular 
culture; the extension of democratic rights to previously excluded groups; the influence of scientific advances 
on Americans' lives, and many other important questions. In our examination of these issues, we will use 
historical sources such as government documents, speeches, newspapers, personal diaries, political posters, 
music, films, architecture, poetry, and art. We will also view U.S. history in global perspective by comparing 
Americans’ experiences to those of people in other countries. In addition to acquiring knowledge of 
fundamental aspects of U.S. history, students will learn principles of historical analysis, conduct historical 
research, hone their writing skills, and engage in thoughtful class discussion. Ideally, students will leave the 
course with a better understanding of the complexity of U.S. history and an appreciation of the major 
influences that have determined the shape of the United States today. 
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Required resources 
 
There are no required physical texts. Readings for the course and details on assignments will be posted on 
the course website:  www.history122wjc.wordpress.com 
 
Class format 
 
Each class period will feature a mixture of lecture and discussion. Because student participation is a central 
element of the course, you must complete all readings and assignments and be prepared to contribute to 
discussion in every class period.  
 
Learning objectives 
 
This course is designed to improve students' 

[1] knowledge of fundamental aspects of U.S. history from 1865 to 2018 

[2] critical thinking skills, especially their ability to evaluate and analyze different ideas, arguments, and 

competing perspectives on historical questions and issues 

[3] understanding of fundamental principles and theories of historical analysis 

[4] ability to write carefully, correctly, and persuasively 

[5] historical research skills, using both primary and secondary sources 

[6] competence and confidence in participating constructively in class discussion  

[7] ability to use historical perspective to better understand present-day American society 

 
Assignments      % of final grade           Due date 
 
[1] First writing assignment        1%   January 24 

[2] Second writing assignment         1%   January 29 

[3] Introductory memo            1%  Complete by Jan. 31 

[4] Midterm exam          20%    February 28 

[5] First research assignment         1%   February 28 

[6] Research memo for first essay       4%   March 7 

[7] First essay         20%   March 26 

[8] Second research assignment       1%   April 5 

[9] Second essay        25%   May 6  

[10] Exit memo         1%   May 9 

[11] Final exam        25%   May 17 
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Grading scale:  [A] 100-94, [A-] 93-90, [B+] 89-87, [B] 86-83, [B-] 82-80, [C+] 79-77, [C] 76-73, [C-] 72-
70, [D+] 69-67, [D] 66-63, [D-] 62-60, [F] anything below 60. Note: I do not round up grades. If your final 
course grade is 93.99%, you have earned an [A-]. 
 
 
Schedule 
 

January 22 [T] – Introduction & Expectations 

January 24 [Th] – No class 

January 29 [T] – Academic Success & Studying History [first half] / 

 Historical Analysis & Writing Well [second half] 

  First writing assignment due by class-time 

  Second writing assignment due by class-time        

January 31 [Th] - Reconstructing American Democracy [first half] / 

       Native Americans and the Conquest of the West [second half] 

   Email your memo to me by class-time 

February 5 [T] - No class 

February 12 [T] - Factories, Cities, and Immigrants    

February 14 [Th] - The Gilded Age, Unions, and Populists [first half] / The Progressives [second half]          

February 19 [T] - An American Empire [first half] /The Great War [second half]      

February 21 [Th] - Women's Suffrage 

February 26 [T] - The Roaring Twenties 

February 28 [Th] - Midterm exam  

   First research assignment due by class-time   

March 5 [T] - No class         

March 7 [Th] - The Great Depression and the New Deal 

   Research memo for first essay due 

March 12 [T] - The Second World War, part 1  

March 14 [T] - The Second World War, part 2 

March 26 [T] - Origins of the Cold War 

 First Essay due by class-time 

March 28 [Th] - The 1950s and Consumerism 

 Complete an essay feedback meeting with me by 3:15 PM today  

April 2 [T] - No class (advising day) 

April 4 [Th] - Civil Rights Movement(s) 
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April 9 [T] - The 1960s, Vietnam War, & the Counter-Culture 

 Second research assignment 

April 11 [Th] - LBJ & the Great Society/Feminism 

April 16 [T] - No class 

April 18 [Th] - The 1970s & Malaise/Reagan and the 1980s 

April 23 [T] - Clinton and the 1990s/The Information Age 

 Final day to meet with me to discuss a draft of your second essay 

April 25 [Th] - No class (Duke Colloquium) 

April 30 [T] - September 11th & U.S. foreign policy in the 21st century 

May 2 [Th] - Class time reserved for meeting to discuss essay drafts 

May 7 [T] - Economic and political power in the United States, 2008-2018 

May 6 [W] -  

  Essay must be emailed to me by 5 PM 

May 9 [Th] - Concluding the course 

  Exit memo due by class-time 

May 10 [F] - Extra credit feedback meetings must be completed by 3 PM today 

May 17 [T] - Final Exam 

 
Course policies   
 
Completing assignments and following instructions 
 
To succeed in this course, you must complete all the assignments and precisely follow the instructions for 
each assignment.  If you do not understand the instructions, it is your responsibility to seek guidance from me 
prior to the assignment’s due date. A lack of understanding of instructions does not provide an excuse for 
failing to meet the terms of the assignment.  
 
Professionalism in the classroom 
 
Be civil, constructive, and professional in class discussion. Listen respectfully to your classmates. Avoid side 
conversations while someone else is speaking. If you demonstrate a lack of respect for your classmates or me, 
I will deduct a substantial percentage of your final grade and reserve the right to remove you from class that 
day. If this problem happens repeatedly, we will discuss your withdrawal from the course. 
 
Asking for help and meeting with me 
 
If you have questions or would like guidance on an assignment, I strongly encourage you to seek additional 
assistance from me. My standards for this course are high. To help you meet them, I will do as much as I can 
to assist students who are responsible, professional, and willing to work hard to succeed. For both essays, I 
will meet with you during my office hours to discuss drafts and offer guidance on how to improve your work. 
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I will not read and offer advice for drafts sent to me via email, you must schedule an appointment to meet 
with me during my office hours. To sign up for a meeting, go to the course website, select the 'office hours' 
page, follow the link provided there, and follow the instructions. 
 
Submission of assignments 
 
All assignments should be emailed to me at wilkins5@gmail.com by the assigned deadline. Once your email 
with assignment attached has reached me, I will respond to you with an email confirming that I have 
received your assignment. If you do not receive a confirmation email from me, it means I have 
not received your assignment, and you will not receive credit. If you emailed me your work and 
did not receive a confirmation email, it is up to you to follow-up with me.  
 
Class participation 
 
One of the most valuable aspects of a Jewell education is that the college’s small class sizes allow professors 
and students to engage others' ideas in seminar courses. Unlike a class format that relies solely on a professor 
lecturing and students writing down notes, seminar courses require active and thoughtful participation from 
students. That is especially the case in this course. You are always welcome to volunteer to share your ideas 
with the class. I will also call on you routinely throughout the semester to answer questions concerning the 
topic under discussion. In responding to my questions or volunteering your own ideas, you are welcome to 
work from your notes. During any given class period, if I ask you a reading question and you are unable to 
answer it, I will deduct .25% from your final grade..  
 
Writing 
 
William Jewell students should be able to write grammatically correct essays that contain very few writing 
errors. Your essays will be evaluated in part on your adherence to the rules of proper grammar and the care 
you demonstrate in your writing. I will hold you accountable for meeting my writing standards by reducing 
your grade if your essays contain grammatical mistakes and/or typos. During class time and through 
assigned readings, I will explain clearly the rules I expect you to follow while writing. I recommend reading 
the following websites (and I encourage you to review them whenever you have writing questions): 
 
Purdue Online Writing Lab 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/5/ 
 
Andrea Lunford, “The Everyday Writer” 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/everyday_writer/20errors/default.asp 
 
Patrick Rael, “Reading, Writing, and Researching for History” 
http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/ 
 
Hamilton College Guide to Writing a Good History Paper 
 http://www.hamilton.edu/documents/writing-center/WritingGoodHistoryPaper.pdf 
 
William Strunk, The Elements of Style 
http://faculty.washington.edu/heagerty/Courses/b572/public/StrunkWhite.pdf 
 
In our meeting(s) to discuss your essay(s), I will explain precisely what you have done well and what you need 
to correct in your writing in the future. 
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-Work that includes considerable typographical errors, misspellings, or sentence fragments will be penalized. 
For every page of an essay that contains more than three grammatical errors, misused words, or other typos, 
your essay grade will be reduced by 1/3rd of a letter grade. We all make mistakes, but make an effort to 
correct them. Edit carefully.  
 
-For citations in your work, use the Chicago Manual of Style (footnotes, not in-text citations).  
 
-For formatting your essays, the text should be 12-point type. Margins should be one inch on each side. The 
body of the essay should be double-spaced. Avoid large block quotes. Footnotes should be single-spaced. 
Include page numbers. If your essay does not follow these guidelines, the essay grade will be reduced by 
1/3rd of a letter grade. 
 
-Meet the required essay length: if the essay requires 5 pages, write 5 full pages. If you submit an essay that 
does not reach the required length, your essay grade will be reduced by the percentage of the essay you have 
not written (if your essay is 15% short, your maximum grade drops by 15%). If you have artificially shortened 
the margins (or double-spaced footnotes or block quotations), I will set the margins at one inch on a side and 
single-space the footnotes and/or block quotations to identify the actual length of the essay. 
 
-Include a bibliography for your essay. Divide that bibliography into primary and secondary sources. If you 
do not do so, your grade will be reduced by 1/3 of a letter grade.  
 
Feedback 
 
I will provide brief feedback for your research memo and detailed feedback for your first and second essays. 
For the other writing and research assignments, you will simply receive credit for having submitted them. 
Regarding timing, I will provide feedback on your work as quickly as possible.  
 
Electronics 
 
I encourage you to bring your laptops/ipad for every class. Using your cellphone is not permitted. 
 
Extra credit  
 
There are two ways to earn extra credit.  
 
[1] For both the first and second essays, if you meet with me to discuss a draft, you will earn .25% extra 
credit (per meeting). You must meet with me by the deadlines that I have noted in the course schedule. 
 
[2] Meeting with me to receive feedback on your second essay will earn you .25% extra credit. You must 
meet with me by the deadline that I have noted in the course schedule. 
 
Attendance 
 
-Attendance is crucial because the class relies substantially on your active participation. If you must miss class 
for an extra-curricular commitment, a medical issue, or other personal reasons, you must provide 
advance notice by emailing me prior to class. I reserve the right to request documentation justifying 
your absence. Unless a genuine emergency is involved, if you do not contact me prior to class, your absence 
is unexcused. The grade reduction for each unexcused absence is -1% of your final grade. 
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Makeup work for excused absences 
 
If your absence is excused, you must still complete a makeup assignment in order to receive credit for the 
missed class and avoid being assessed a -1% of your final grade penalty.  
 
-For your first missed class, you must submit at least 1 full page, single-spaced, answering all the discussion 
questions. For the second missed class, that increases to 1.5 full pages; for the third, 2 full pages, and so on.  
 
-Do not copy and paste the text of the questions into the document containing your answers, simply refer to 
the questions by their number. 
 
-To receive credit, you must email the makeup reading response to me prior to the next class following your 
absence. If you do not do so, your absence becomes unexcused. 
 
-If you do not follow all of these instructions, you will not receive credit for the makeup work. 
 
 
Late work 
 
-If you turn in an assignment later than the deadline, I will reduce your grade for the assignment by 33%. 
That penalty applies within the first 24 hours after the assignment is due. The assignment grade will drop by 
another 33% if the assignment is submitted from 24 to 48 hours late. Finally, if the assignment is not 
submitted within 48 hours, the assignment receives a zero. 
 
-If there is good reason for it, I will sometimes agree to an extension of assignment deadlines, provided you 
contact me prior to the assignment deadline. Do not wait until the last minute. 
 
-Remember that if you have not received a confirmation email from me, I have not received your 
assignment, and you will not receive credit. If you have attempted to email the assignment, and have not 
received a confirmation email from me within a few hours, it is your responsibility to contact me.  
 
Students needing accommodations 
 
William Jewell College pursues a non-discrimination policy with regards to all education programs and 
employment. William Jewell is committed to the full inclusion of students, faculty, and staff in the life of the 
Jewell Community in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Amendments Act of 2008 (ADA and ADAAA), and the Fair Housing Act. To prevent 
discrimination on the basis of disability, reasonable and appropriate accommodations, academic adjustments, 
and/or auxiliary aids and services are determined on a case-by-case basis for otherwise qualified individuals 
who have a demonstrated need for these services and can provide appropriate documentation. Please visit 
the Disability Services webpage at www.jewell.edu/disabilityservices or use the enrollment code CJN-ECR-
CRA to enroll in the new iTunes U course entitled “Disability Services” for step-by-step instructions on 
requesting accommodations. Please contact the 504 and Compliance Coordinator for additional information 
regarding accommodations: Mrs. Missy Henry, Gano Chapel- Room 200, Phone (816) 415-7556, Fax (816) 
415-5093, email henrymr@william.jewell.edu.  
 
 
Academic integrity 
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History department policy defines academic misconduct as: 
 

Academic misconduct includes, but is not confined to, plagiarizing; cheating on tests or examinations; 
turning in counterfeit reports, tests, and papers; stealing tests or other academic materials; knowingly 
falsifying records, documents, or others’ signatures; and turning in the same work to more than one 
class without the permission of the instructors involved.  Violations can result in failing the 
assignment, failing the course, and/or Honor Code charges. 

 
All of you should read Irving Hexham’s essay “The Plague of Plagiarism.” Ignorance regarding what 
constitutes plagiarism will not excuse you from meeting standards for submitting only your own work and 
citing your sources.   
 
These policies may be changed at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #1 - First writing assignment - due by class-time on Jan. 24 - 1% of final grade 
 
Write one or more single-spaced page answering these questions (you may copy and paste the questions into 
the document): 
 
[1] What are some of the behaviors or characteristics of excellent students? 
 
[2] What are some of the behaviors or characteristics of excellent professors? 
 
[3] What are some of the characteristics of excellent courses? 
 
[4] In your view, how does having a liberal arts education benefit someone?  
 
[5] In your view, why are many people _not_ interested in studying History? 
 
[6] Why is it valuable to study History? Why should we study History? 
 
Email the assignment to me prior to class. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #2 - Second writing assignment - due by class-time on Jan. 29 - 1% of final grade 
 
Write one or more single-spaced page answering these questions (you may copy and paste the questions into 
the document): 
 
[1] What is a primary source? Provide a specific example and a link to where you found it. 

[2] What is a secondary source? Provide a specific example and a link to where you found it. 
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[3] What is the ‘unit of composition’ in a historical essay? 

[4] When you are conducting historical research online, what characteristics make a site seem credible (or not credible?) 

[5] In a historical essay, what is the difference between summary and analysis? 

[6] In a historical essay, what are two characteristics of a good paragraph? 

[7] What other principles of good writing does Strunk identify? 

[8] According to the Hamilton College Guide, what are some of the most common errors in history papers? 

[9] What are some of the characteristics of an effective thesis statement? 

Email the assignment to me prior to class. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment #3 - Introductory Memo & meeting - complete by Jan. 31 - 1% of final grade 
 
Email this memo to me any time prior to class on Jan. 31. The memo should address these points: 
 
-Your major(s) and minor(s) 
 
-Your year in school (first-year, second-year, etc.) 
 
-Your hometown 
 
-A list of history and political science courses you have taken at Jewell 
 
-Any subjects from this era of U.S. history that you are particularly interested in 
 
-Any books or movies from this era of U.S. history that you have particularly enjoyed 
 
-Are there important historical sites from this era of U.S. history that you have visited? If so, what are some of 
the most memorable? 
 
-Your current plans for your career after graduation 
 
-What is your level of confidence in your ability to write a well-researched, well-written historical essay? 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assignment #4 - Midterm Exam - February 28 - 20% of final grade 
 
The exam will consist of short answers and. Many of the questions will be taken from the reading 
questions assigned for each class session.  
 
-To prepare for the exam, you should do the readings, attend class, and take thorough notes. There will 
almost certainly be material on the exam that we discussed in class, but may not have appeared in the 
readings. Consider this another reason to attend class. 
-You are welcome to bring 1 sheet of paper, containing your notes, to the exam. 
-On many of the short answer questions, I will ask you to provide a sentence or two of detail. For 
example, if I ask "Identify two major factors that led the United States to enter World War I" and 
you simply write "economic factors," that is not enough. You need to provide at least a sentence or 
two explaining what those factors were.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Assignment #5 - First research assignment - due February 28 - 1% of final grade  
 
Prior to class time, email me a bibliographic listing for one primary source and one secondary source relevant 
to the question you have chosen to write on for your first essay. Write at least 50 words on each source 
explaining how it will help you answer the essay question. We will discuss your sources in class. 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #6 - Research memo for the first essay - due March 7 - 4% of final grade  
 
History 122 requires students to write two research essays based on both primary and secondary sources. The 
first essay will answer one of four questions drawn from major issues in U.S. history during the late 19th 
century and early 20th century:  
 
[1] Between the 1830s and the 1890s, the U.S. government and white settlers conquered and assumed 
control over land in the trans-Mississippi West that had been previously inhabited by various Indian nations. 
In your view, what were the most important causes of the U.S. government's and white 
settlers' success in dispossessing Indians of their land? 
 
[2] Between 1868 and 1870, the Republican-controlled U.S. Federal government, allied with black 
Republicans in the South, established a new political and economic order, known as Radical Reconstruction, 
in the southern states. Radical Reconstruction represented the first attempt by Americans to build a racially 
egalitarian democracy that promised equal political rights to U.S. citizens regardless of their race. In your 
view, between 1868 and 1870, what were the most important reasons that led Republican 
leaders and voters to support Radical Reconstruction in the South?  
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[3] In the late 19th century and early 20th century, wealthy capitalists repeatedly succeeded in defeating 
labor unions' efforts to secure higher pay and safer working conditions. In your view, what were the 
most important factors that enabled capitalists to win their struggle against labor unions? 
 
[4] During the 1890s, many Americans debated whether the United States should acquire a colonial empire 
similar to those held by the European great powers. Anti-imperialists opposed the creation of an American 
colonial empire, while imperialists favored the creation of such an empire. In 1899, imperialists in the U.S. 
Senate succeeded in ratifying the Treaty of Paris between the United States and Spain and thereby won the 
debate over empire by annexing the Philippines and Puerto Rico and establishing U.S. control over Cuba. 
In your view, why did the imperialists win the debate over U.S. foreign policy in 1899 and 
succeed in creating a colonial empire?  
 
[5] What were the most effective strategies used by the Women's Suffrage movement in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries that enabled the movement to achieve its major goal by 
1920? 
 
Once you have decided on which question to answer, you will complete a research memo that provides 
details on the primary and secondary sources you will use to write your essay. The memo must include: 
 
-7 secondary sources. At least 3 must be books. The remaining sources should be articles from academic 
journals or essays from academic institutions or scholarly organizations. Do not use general sites such as 
'USHistory.org' or sites that end with '.com'. Provide a full citation for each source indicating the source's 
author, title, date of publication, and web address (if you found it online). 
 
-7 primary sources. All must be sources from the time period about which you are writing.  You must find 
them via academic institutions or scholarly organizations. Do not use general sites such as 'USHistory.org' or 
sites that end with '.com'. Provide a full citation for each source indicating the source's author, title, date of 
publication, and web address (if you found it online).  
 
-After each secondary source and each primary source, write 3 or more sentences explaining how it will help 
you answer your essay question. 
 
-Divide the bibliography into one section listing primary sources and another section listing secondary 
sources.  
 
-Email the memo to me by class-time on March 7. If you do not receive a confirmation email from me, it 
means the memo is late and your grade will be reduced. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #7 - First Research Essay - March 26 - 20% of final grade 
 
For the first research essay, you will: 
 
-Write at least six full pages of text. That includes footnotes. You may write more if you wish. If you fail to 
write at least six full pages, your grade will be reduced by the percentage of the essay that you have neglected 
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to write.  
-Double-space the body of the essay. Single-space the footnotes. The font should be 12 point.  The margins 
should be one inch on each side. You may include a title page, but you do not have to. 
-Review the Hamilton College Guide, the Elements of Style, notes from our class discussion, your writing exam, 
and writing requirements stated in the syllabus. Follow those guidelines for what you should (and should not) 
do in an essay. 
-Your essay should include an introductory paragraph that includes a thesis statement (your answer to the 
research question you chose) and a ‘road map’ identifying the major points your essay makes in support of 
your thesis. 
-Each paragraph should have a clear topic sentence that accurately describes the content of the sentences in 
the paragraph. 
-Each paragraph should focus on one major subject. If a sentence in the paragraph represents a change in 
subject matter from the rest of the paragraph, move it to somewhere else in the essay. 
-Your essay should have very few writing errors. For any page that contains more than three writing errors, 
typos, etc., your essay grade will be reduced by 1/3rd of a letter grade. 
-Avoid freestanding quotations. Be wary of quoting more than two sentences at a time.  
-Write concisely. You can still write long sentences, but be sure that each word in the sentence has a purpose. 
-Be sure that your thesis and the majority of the essay answer your research question. 
-Include a bibliography. It must include 7 secondary sources. At least 3 must be books, while the remainder 
should be articles from academic journals or essays from academic institutions or scholarly organizations. 
The essay must also include 7 primary sources. All primary must be sources from the time period about 
which you are writing.  You must find them via academic institutions or scholarly organizations. Provide a 
full citation for each source indicating the source's author, title, date of publication, and web address (if you 
found it online). If you do not include a bibliography, your grade will be reduced by 1/3rd of a letter grade. 
-Divide your bibliography into a primary sources section and a secondary sources section.  
-Place your citations in footnotes. Do not use in-text citations. In the footnote, include the author of the 
source, the title of the source, the year the source was published, and the web address where you found the 
source (if you found it online).  
-Email the essay to me by class-time on March 6. If you do not receive a confirmation email from me, it 
means the essay is late and your grade will be reduced. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #8 - Second research assignment - April 5 - 1% of final grade 
 
Find one song that, in your view, illuminates an important value or belief held by the counter-culture. Prior 
to class-time on April 5, email me providing a link to the song and a paragraph-long explanation for why you 
chose your song. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #9 - Second essay - April 26 - 25% of final grade 
 
The second essay will answer one of five questions drawn from major issues in U.S. history during the early 
and mid 20th century: 
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[1] Was the New Deal successful in achieving FDR's aims? 
 
[2] In the late 1940s, the Truman administration decided to seek the 'containment' of the Soviet Union's 
efforts to expand communist power in Europe. In your view, what were the three most important 
policies undertaken by the Truman administration between 1947 and 1950 to prevent the 
spread of communist power in Europe?  
 
[3] What were the most effective strategies used by the Civil Rights Movement to achieve 
many of its aims by the mid-1960s?  
 
[4] During the war in Vietnam, the United States' goal was to establish an enduring, anti-communist, 
independent, and U.S.-allied Republic of South Vietnam. In 1975, North Vietnam defeated and conquered 
South Vietnam, and the United States essentially lost the war by failing to achieve its objectives. In your 
view, why did the United States lose the war in Vietnam? 
 
[5] During the presidential campaign of 1980, and during his first term, President Reagan promised to "roll 
back" many New Deal and Great Society programs and dramatically shrink the size of the U.S. Federal 
government. How successful was he in achieving that aim? 
 
Unlike the first essay, you do not need to submit a separate research memo prior to submitting the essay 
itself. I will, however, set aside 4% of your essay grade specifically to evaluate the quality of your research. To 
earn a full 4% for the research section of your essay, your bibliography must include at least: 
 
-7 secondary sources. 3 must be books, while the rest may be articles from academic journals or essays from 
academic institutions or scholarly organizations. Do not use general sites such as 'USHistory.org' or sites that 
end with '.com'. Provide a full citation for each source indicating the source's author, title, date of publication, 
and web address (if you found it online). 
 
-7 primary sources. All must be sources from the time period about which you are writing.  You must find 
them via academic institutions or scholarly organizations. Do not use general sites such as 'USHistory.org' or 
sites that end with '.com'. Provide a full citation for each source indicating the source's author, title, date of 
publication, and web address (if you found it online). Provide a full citation for each source indicating the 
source's author, title, date of publication, and web address (if you found it online). 
 
Regarding the format of the essay and my expectations for the quality of your writing, all the requirements 
for the first essay are the same for the second, with the exception that the second essay should be at least 7 
full pages in length. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Assignment #10 - Exit memo - May 9 - 1% of final grade 
 
By class-time on May 3, email me an exit memo addressing these questions: 
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[1] In your view, did you gain valuable knowledge concerning U.S. history? If yes, what were some of the 
things you found most noteworthy? If not, what could I have done differently as a professor to help you 
learn? 
 
[2] Did you gain valuable experience thinking critically about and analyzing different ideas and arguments 
and points of view regarding important questions in American history?  
 
[3] Did the research essays help you gain useful experience in developing your writing skills? If yes, what 
were some of the pieces of advice that you found most helpful? If not, what could I have done differently as a 
professor to help you learn? 
 
[4] Did you gain valuable experience concerning how to conduct historical research? If yes, what were some 
of the most interesting sources you found while working on your essays? If not, what could I have done 
differently? 
 
[5] Did you find class-discussion to be valuable in offering you an opportunity to share your views and listen 
to others' viewpoints? If not, what could I do differently? 
 
[6] I strive to be an effective professor who succeeds in educating his students. Were there elements of my 
approach to the course, or assignments in it, that you thought were particularly valuable? On the other hand, 
if you did _not_ gain valuable experience in the areas listed above, and I did _not_ perform well as your 
professor in this course, what do you recommend that I do differently in the future? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Assignment #11 - Final Exam - May 17 - 25% of final grade 
 
This exam represents your opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge you have gained throughout the 
course. The exam will consist of short ID questions, brief answers consisting of a few sentences, and essays. 
You are welcome to use printed copies of your notes, but may not use any electronic device.  
 


